
Welcome to the  
summer edition of our 
newsletter and regular 
news sharing platform. 

In the past six months our  
site teams have been busy 
putting the finishing touches  
to a number of contracts  
across commercial property, 
healthcare and later years living. 

In Durham we completed 
construction of a brand new 
£1.7 million car showroom  
for Pulman Skoda. 

Working with Newcastle-
based Silverstone Building 
Consultancy (Silverstone), which 
acted as client’s agent for the 
scheme, Surgo has created  
a new concept showroom for 
the Skoda dealer in Belmont.

Designed by the team at 
Gateshead-based architects 
Ian Belsham Associates, the 
bespoke showroom comprises 

a display area for nine vehicles,  
a servicing workshop, an external 
sales forecourt and in keeping 
with Pulman’s other showrooms, 
a café and catering kitchen. 
Unusually however, the building 
also boasts a yoga studio.

Constructed with energy 
efficiency in mind the building 
has the benefit of solar panels 
and high specification cladding 
and glazing, all of which has 
enabled it to achieve an EPC 
rating of excellent.

The new premises which 
opened to the public on Friday 
6th May, replace a temporary 
‘pop up’ Skoda showroom  
on Abbey Road in the city.

According to managing  
director James Walker, this 
project is a great example 
of the type of work Surgo 
undertakes in the commercial 
development sector and typifies 
the contractor’s high standard  
of workmanship. He said:

“We were delighted to work  
with Richard Farrey and 
the team at Silverstone on 
the delivery of such a high 
specification showroom which 
now gives Skoda a permanent 
residence in Durham.”

On this latest scheme our 
project partners included civil 
and structural design engineers, 
Portland Consulting Engineers 
and mechanical and electrical 
consultants, Sine Consulting.
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Skoda showroom opens to the public

Pulman’s new concept showroom

Hot off the press!

Surgo has secured a 
£2.8m refurbishment and 
remodelling contract on a 
retail and leisure complex in 
the heart of Newcastle and 
a £1.8m higher education 
refurbishment contract with 
one of the local universities. 
More news to follow on both 
in our next edition.
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By this time next 
year, the region’s 
electorate will 
have voted  
a North East 
Mayor into  

power, providing the  
momentum needed for the 
Northern Powerhouse to  
really swing into action.

Whilst there is a lot of heated debate 
about how devolution might work for  
the region, the chance to shape 
our own destiny rather than having 
strategies imposed upon us by 
Whitehall is an opportunity we  
must grasp with both hands.

Our hope is of course that the 
devolution deal will really benefit the 

area and will, we are advised, see  
£30m of investment yearly pouring 
into the region, enabling us to better 
compete with cities in the South to 
attract inward investors.

Representing the region as Mayor 
of the North East will be a big job, 
requiring someone who can focus on 
what regional businesses need most 
and who can represent the views of 
the average north-easterner, ensuring 
that the region not only survives and 
succeeds economically, but is a beacon 
for effective devolution. 

The Mayor of the North East will 
therefore need an impressive array 
of personal and business attributes 
to convincingly lead us. He or she will 
serve a population of close to two 
million and will be required to fearlessly 
and tirelessly speak up for the region, 

negotiating with national governments 
and investors alike over a wide range 
of issues that affect our everyday life 
– transport, new homes, new jobs, 
healthcare, schools and training.

It will be interesting to see which 
potential candidates come forward over 
the next few months. Let us hope that a 
suitably qualified, talented and motivated 
individual emerges: someone that the 
business community and the public can 
get behind to take the region forward to 
a prosperous future.

Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
Ian Walker 
Chairman

A letter from the Chairman

Continuing the refurbishment theme, we  
are currently on site with an exciting project  
for RIBA Enterprises, updating the Old Post  
Office, Newcastle.

Home to RIBA’s head office, under the remit the plan is 
to revamp and reinvent the internal space in the Grade 
II listed building. This will include the creation of further 
meeting spaces, a gallery space, lecture theatre and events 
spaces, as well as a gym to provide an inspiring working 
environment as RIBA seeks to increase staff numbers by 
relocating its off-site teams to this landmark building.  
The organisation is also planning further recruitment.  
The scheme, which began early in the year, is due to 
complete late September 2016. 

In Darlington, work on extending and refurbishing Polam 
Hall, a non-selective Free School for children aged four  
to nineteen, is progressing well and is on track to  
complete ahead of the new academic year commencing  
in September. 

At North Tyneside’s Rake Lane Hospital, we are delighted  
to be working on a ward refurbishment scheme to create  
a new endoscopy unit. The new unit will feature endoscope 
theatres, washrooms, recovery rooms, wards, nursing areas 
and associated welfare facilities.The Old Post Office, Newcastle

Constructing a number of much needed new 
homes for the rural community of Northumberland 
has seen our site teams complete work on  
two developments at Embleton and Shilbottle  
for Northumberland County Council. 

Across the two sites a total of 36 houses and  
apartments have been delivered, with the first tenants 
already in occupation.

In Gosforth, working on behalf of leading retirement  
home and assisted living specialist, McCarthy and  
Stone, we were delighted to have the opportunity to work 
on the refurbishment of Kenton Lodge, a Grade 1 listed 
Edwardian building dating back to 1906 and once home 
to Trinity School. Finished to an extremely high standard, 
Kenton Lodge now boasts 53 beautifully appointed 
apartments with communal lounges and dining facilities 
akin to a five-star hotel. 

Working on behalf of Eothen Homes, Dorset House, a 
60-bed specialist dementia care facility, was recently 
completed providing North Tyneside with the most up to 
date facility of its type. Residents, have access to a range  
of facilities including a café, hairdressers, respite care 
rooms, an indoor courtyard and extensive gardens.  
The project was valued at approximately £4.6 million.

New homes in Shilbottle

Out on site
Busy building new homes

In South Tyneside, Surgo continued work at the world 
famous South Shields Marine College’s Westoe Campus 
completing a major refurbishment and upgrade project. 
Under the contract, a total strip out and reinstallation of 
the building services across four workshops was carried 
out, while internal space was remodelled to create 20 
classrooms, predominantly for engineering, IT, specialist 
facilities for staff development and students with learning 
difficulties and disabilities as well as staff rooms, to bring the 
building up to date. Working closely with architects Howarth 
Litchfield, this is the fifth phase of work we have undertaken 
at the college.

The indoor courtyard at Dorset House



Thoughts from the Trenches

We celebrate…

For further information please contact,
Jeff Alexander (Director)
jeffalexander@surgo.co.uk

SURGO Construction,
Albany Court, Monarch Road,
Newcastle Business Park,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 7YB

Telephone: 0191 273 3311
Fax: 0191 273 6620
Website: www.surgo.co.uk

The success that we enjoy as a company 
relies on having a great team and one thing 
we are proud of at Surgo is our employees. 
In the regular Thoughts from the Trenches 
section we like sharing news and updates 
and this issue is no exception. So here is the 
latest news for the last six months. 

We welcome…

Since January, we have welcomed three new faces. 
Julian Killick has added further depth and strength to the 
quantity surveying team, while both Stevie Forster and Colin 
Kinghorn have taken up roles as senior site managers.

(l to r) Jeff Charlton, Lin Duke and Michael Chrisp

One or two head office staff have had reason 
to celebrate some milestone birthdays recently. 
Without giving their ages away we say “happy 
birthday” to after sales manager, Michael 
Chrisp, estimating assistant Lin Duke and 
construction director, Jeff Charlton.

We thank…

Recruiting and retaining good staff is key to the success  
of any business and here at Surgo we take immense pride 
in the number of long service awards we give out each 
year. In this issue it is the turn of joiner, Stevie Anderson. 
Stevie has clocked up an impressive 35 years. 

Thank you Stevie!

We congratulate…

In February, brick layer Paul Rigg welcomed daughter 
Phoebe into the world. We hope you don’t have too many 
sleepless nights.

Seagulls stop work 

For those of you who have recently visited head office, 
you will know that a full refurbishment has been ongoing 
throughout the year, the final stage of which is the front 
entrance portico. We were due to start work on this in the 
spring, but since a family of seagulls took occupation, we 
are now running behind schedule and waiting for the birds 
to fly the nest!


