
Welcome to the latest edition 
of the Surgo newsletter, our 
regular platform for sharing 
news of recent contract wins, 
project updates and the 
ongoing achievements of  
our dedicated staff. 

In June we completed our latest 
project to be undertaken on 
behalf of one of the region’s 
leading independent schools, 
the prestigious Royal Grammar 
School (RGS).

Marking a welcome return to 
the school, we were appointed 
to construct a new 2,000sqm 
sports facility featuring a 25m 
indoor swimming pool and first-
floor sports hall. That was back 
in 2013, but now complete, the 
building is a first-class resource 
which, in addition to the pool 
and sports hall, boasts a weights 
room, performance and dance 
studio, as well as a fitness room. 

For added interest and to  
create some external space,  
the building has a viewing 
terrace overlooking the school’s 
outdoor sports pitches. It has 
been designed by architect, 
Howarth Litchfield Partnership,  
a practice with which we have  
a longstanding relationship.

Speaking about this latest 
project completion for RGS, 
managing director, James 
Walker said: -

“We have had the great 
pleasure of working on behalf 
of the school for a number of 
years and this latest project is 
the fourth we have undertaken. 
I am confident that the school 
and its students will reap the 
benefit of this huge investment 
in the years ahead enabling 
them to carry on their excellent 
sporting traditions in new, 
magnificent facilities.”

Earlier this year it was off to 
the coastal village of Embleton 
to commence construction 
of a new £1.8 million social 
housing development for 
Northumberland County 
Council. The development  
will consist of 16 homes,  
which will be managed on 
behalf of the local authority by 
Homes for Northumberland.
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RGS completion

Dip anyone? (l to r) Neil Turner (HLP), Richard Metcalf, (Bursar RGS), Graeme Watson (Surgo), Bernard Trafford (Headmaster RGS) 
and James Walker (MD, Surgo)

Stop press!

We have been appointed  
to construct a new car  
show room for Pulman  
Skoda in Belmont, Durham.  
Work will commence  
shortly. We have also been  
appointed by Durham 
University as part of its 
New World Programme to 
construct a new data centre 
building at the Josephine 
Butler College. See next  
issue for more information.
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Since our last 
newsletter the 
economy has 
continued to 
stabilise and I  
am delighted to 

report that Surgo’s workload is 
shaping up well as we move 
out of the recession and look 
forward to the future with 
renewed confidence.

At a time when many construction 
sector firms are generally more 
optimistic about their prospects, there 
is a corresponding movement in the 
jobs market and this is creating skills 
shortages in some areas.

At Surgo we are addressing this by 
investing in training again and have 
taken on a number of new staff – in fact, 
we can report double digit growth in 
our workforce since the start of the year 
with a further new apprentice as well 
as more senior appointments at site 
operative and managerial levels.

It gives me great pleasure to report  
that we are recruiting again which is 
only possible because of our forward 
order book and the dedication shown 
by all Surgo staff over the last few 
challenging years - at every level  
and across every discipline.

Last time we noted that due to our 
diversification we were picking up a 
number of projects in the renewable 
energy sector and this work continues, 

supported by a raft of new and varied 
commercial, education and housing 
work. Well done everyone!

I am pleased to be able to end on a 
more upbeat, positive note than I have 
for some considerable time. 

We still have some mountains to climb, 
but with your help and continuing 
support, we will reach the top.

Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ian Walker 
Chairman

Construction market improves

Ivor Goodsite’s Calliope visit
Promoting health and safety, construction director, Jeff 
Charlton, was recently joined on site by pupils from the 
Newcastle School for Boys, when they made a special visit  
to HMS Calliope. 

The boys, who all attend the school’s nursery, were greeted  
on arrival by the Navy, then met up with industry mascot,  
Ivor Goodsite, for a talk on the dangers of playing near  
building sites. The visit also assisted the boys with a school 
curriculum topic on vehicles. While on site, Jeff was able to 
point out all the different vehicles used during construction, 
including a dump truck, cranes and site vans. All the children 
enjoyed the trip immensely!

Industry voice
We are delighted to announce that in 
May this year, following his long term 
involvement with the Northern Counties 
Builders Federation, director Jeff 
Alexander, was appointed to the role of 
president. Jeff’s tenure in the role is for 
two years. 

The boys get a thumbs up from Ivor

Out and about 
Site teams are busy throughout the  
region as work progresses well on schemes  
in the housing, healthcare and energy from 
waste sectors.

Currently, we have teams working on a care home 
development at Kenton Lodge in Gosforth for McCarthy 
and Stone, a special dementia care unit in Wallsend for 
Eothen Homes, two GP surgeries in Wheatley Hill and 
Chilton, County Durham and an anaerobic digester  
plant for Leeming Biogas. 

Further to this we are working at Meadows School,  
Durham on behalf of inspiredspaces Durham Ltd, 
constructing a new, two-court sports hall with associated 
changing facilities, gym, music room and an art and ITC 
teaching area. 

The children are so inspired with the construction work  
that pupils from the Wood tutor group wrote a special 
poem for the site team. It started:

‘Three cheers for the Meadows’ builders,  
who love to make a mess. 

They drive and they beep, they dig and they peep.  
Can they build it? Yes!’

Naturally we share their confidence! 

London here  
we come!
Great news! We can claim responsibility  
for building another award-winning  
education scheme.

Greenland Primary School in South Moor, Durham, walked 
away with the coveted Community Benefit Award at the 
recent RICS Renaissance Awards. Representatives from 
both the school and Surgo were presented with the 
award by TV’s very own Phil Spencer. The project will now 
compete at the national finals which will take place later  
this year in London.

(l to r) Phil Spencer, Jeff Alexander, Tom Harpe (chair of Governors), Mark 
Stewart (head teacher) and David Furniss (RICS)

Aerial view of the specialist dementia care unit in Wallsend

AD plant ahead of schedule
As we go to print we are delighted to announce that we 
are three months ahead of schedule with construction of 
the largest green energy project we have undertaken to 
date and the largest of its kind in North Yorkshire.

Working on behalf of Leeming Biogas, our green energy 
team is delivering a 1.5 mega watt gas-to-grid anaerobic 
digester (AD) plant in Leeming Bar. The £13.5 million project, 
which processes raw biogas derived from waste food and 
the bi-products of food manufacture, requires 500,000 
tonnes of waste per annum and will generate 1500kW of 
energy every hour. 



Thoughts from the Trenches

Congratulations and birthday greetings

For further information please contact,
Jeff Alexander (Director)
jeffalexander@surgo.co.uk

SURGO Construction,
Albany Court, Monarch Road,
Newcastle Business Park,
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 7YB

Telephone: 0191 273 3311
Fax: 0191 273 6620
Website: www.surgo.co.uk

Since our last newsletter, as always, there have been a lot of good things happening with staff, 
including the arrival of a number of new faces, a board appointment and some key birthdays.

The warmest of welcomes

Since the beginning of the year we have created 10 new 
jobs welcoming new faces to the team. In the first quarter 
of the year ground worker, Daniel Donnison, contracts 
managers, Norman Trainer, Grant Watson and Mike 
Pitchford joined the firm while site manager, Ted Green, 
returned to the fold. In June, we also appointed apprentice 
joiner nineteen year-old Corey Wrigglesworth. Corey will  
be working alongside Brian Morton.

Ron takes up  
board position

In recognition of both the contribution 
he has made to the success of the 
company and his extensive estimating 
knowledge, we have appointed Ron 
Waters to the board of directors.  
Ron took up the position of estimating 
director on 6th April. 

Work wear

For anyone who has not visited a Surgo site recently, on 
your next visit you will notice all site operatives are now 
wearing uniforms. This is to align the appearance of our 
workforce with the excellent work they are carrying out  
on site. 

Finally, congratulations go to site manager, Graeme Watson 
and his team at RGS on another great score following a 
recent visit by Considerate Constructors’ audit inspector. 
Of particular note was the exceptional mark given for the 
‘Protect the Environment’ section.

Michael Chrisp celebrating with director, Jeff Charlton

In the first six months of 2015, Michael Chrisp, 
the man responsible for snagging and client 
liaison once the build teams have left site, 
celebrated a significant 35 years’ service with 
the company. Thank you Michael for your 
continued efforts! 

On the birthday front, it was the ladies who had the most to 
celebrate. Director’s PA, Kath Thompson and receptionist  
Mo Burr, both celebrated big birthdays earlier this year!

Apprentice joiner, Corey Wrigglesworth 

Ron Waters


